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What’s the Difference? 

School Norms 
• 2012 Norm study 

• Participating Schools 
nationally (weighted) 

• Compares Building 
level data 

• Normative data to 
compare groups of 
students: grade level, 
building 

• Principals, CIAs most 
likely users 

Student Norms  

• 2011 Norm study 

• Using 5.1 million 
students 

• Compares Individual 
student performance 

• Normative data to 
compare students, 
small groups (classes) 

• Teachers most likely 
users 



• Status 

– Percentiles for aggregate groups by grade 

– Individual students may perform 
differently than groups of students 

• Growth (Avg. Gain) 

– Percentiles for aggregate gain by groups 
by grade 

– Individual students may grow differently 
than groups of students 

• K-10 for reading & math 

• 2-10 for language 

• 3-10 for science 

What Types of Norms 
are Included? 



• Norms Resource Page  
– http://www.nwea.org/support/article/nor

ms-study-resources  

– “User Guide” – technical user 

– “FAQ” for practitioner user 

– “Schools Norm Calculator” for practitioner 
user 

– “School Norms Video”  for practitioner 
user 

Resources for Using 
School Norms 
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• Setting School Improvement 
Goals 

• Setting Building Goals 

• Comparing your school 
performance to other schools 

• Reporting performance to 
Community 

Uses For School Norms 



 How does the school level 
performance in mathematics for 
our 5th graders compare to the 
performance of 5th graders of 
other schools when students are 
tested at about the same point 
during the instructional year?  

Types of Questions the 
School Norms Can Address 



 How does the school-level reading 
growth of our 4th graders, using 
the average of their gains, 
compare with the school-level 
reading growth of 4th graders 
from other schools?  

Types of Questions the 
School Norms Can Address 



• Download the Excel calculator at 

http://www.nwea.org/support/artic
le/norms-study-resources  

• Save to your desktop 

     

Use the School Norm 
Calculator 
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IMPORTANT!  Enable the Macros 

Using the Calculator 



Sample Student Growth 
Bldg./District  Summary Report 



Choose a Subject 



Choose a term 



Choose a Growth Period 



Sample District Growth 
Summary Report 



Input Mean RIT & 
Observed Growth 



Status & Growth Results 



Change the Instructional 
Weeks 



 How does the school level performance 
in mathematics for our 5th graders 
compare to the performance of 5th 
graders of other schools when students 
are tested at about the same point 
during the instructional year?  

Types of Questions the 
School Norms Can Address 

Our 5th graders performed at 

the 84%ile when compared to 

other schools in the nation that 

tested at about the same time. 



 How does the school-level reading 
growth of our 4th graders, using the 
average of their gains, compare with 
the school-level reading growth of 4th 
graders from other schools?  

Types of Questions the 
School Norms Can Address 

Our 4th grader’s average gain 

was at the 59%ile when 

compared to other schools in 

the nation that tested at about 

the same time. 



View the 5 minute video 


